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EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION 
(rev. 4/8/16) 

STORMWATER RUNOFF POLLUTION PREVENTION: 

As stormwater flows over driveways, lawns and sidewalks, it picks up debris, chemicals, dirt and 
other pollutants. Stormwater can flow into a storm sewer system or directly to a lake, stream, river, 
wetland, or coastal water. Anything that enters a storm system is discharged untreated in to the water 
bodies we use for swimming, fishing and providing drinking water. Polluted runoff is the nation’s 
greatest threat to clean water. 

By practicing healthy household habits, homeowners can keep common pollutants like pesticides, pet 
waste, grass clippings and automotive fluids off the ground and out of stormwater. Adopt these 
healthy household habits and help protect lakes, streams, rivers, wetlands and coastal waters. 
Remember to share these habits with your neighbors! 

a. Use fertilizers sparingly and sweep up driveways, sidewalks and roads 

b. Never dump anything down storm drains. 

c. Revegetate bare and disturbed areas in your yard. 

d. Compost yard waste. 

e. Avoid pesticides; learn about Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

f. Direct downspouts away from paved surfaces. 

g. Take your car to the car wash instead of washing it in the driveway. 

h. Check car for leaks and recycle motor oil. 

i. Pick up after your pet. 

j. Have your septic tank pumped and system inspected regularly. 

For additional information related to stormwater runoff pollution prevention please visit the following 
internet websites: 

New York State Department of Transportation  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8468.html 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program_id=6  

 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8468.html
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program_id=6


HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY AND DRAINAGE DITCHES: 

Highway right-of-way is defined as, ”any strip of land, including surface and overhead or underground 
space, which is granted by deed or easement for the construction and maintenance of specified 
elements including but not limited to; roadways, power, gas, oil, communication, water, storm 
systems, sanitary systems and/or other pipelines”. The width of a county highway right-of-way is 
typically a minimum of 25 feet as measured from either side of the highway centerline for a total of 50 
feet in width. However, the width of county highway right-of-way can often be wider and if necessary 
should be verified through contact with the county department of public works. 

Roadside drainage ditches exist for the controlled conveyance of stormwater runoff away from a road 
surface. Drainage ditches typically exist within the bounds of the county right-of-way and are 
therefore also owned, controlled and maintained by the county. There are several issues related to 
county highway right-of-way and roadside drainage ditches that you should be aware of: 

1. Section 103-a of the New York State Highway Law prohibits obstructions within a highway 

right-of way and obligates the adjacent property owner to remove all such obstructions 

which have been placed there by such owner or occupant. 

2. No structures are to be constructed within a highway right-of-way or a drainage ditch 

including but not limited to; buildings, fences and sheds. 

3. Vehicles, equipment or machinery are not to be parked or placed within a county highway 

right-of-way or roadside drainage ditch. 

4. Drainage ditches are not to be filled or obstructed with any materials including but not 

limited to; plantings, earth, grass clippings, leaves, brush, branches, lumber, wood, logs, 

stones, waste or other debris. 

5. Sump pumps are not to be discharged into a drainage ditch. 

6. Culvert pipes that convey stormwater in a drainage ditch are to remain open and 

unobstructed. 

7. Driveways or the construction of other drainage ditch crossings allowing access across a 

county right-of-way to a county highway, whether temporary or permanent require a permit. 

This is in part to insure that any such construction is performed in such a manner that 

maintains the integrity and functionality of the right-of-way and drainage ditch. 

If you have any other questions related to stormwater, highway right-of-way or drainage ditches 
please contact the Saratoga County Department of Public Works. 

 


